
Increased State
Funding for North
Central Connecticut

This session I joined a majority
of my fellow state senators in
approving a new two-year budget
package that significantly increases
funding to towns in North Central
Connecticut. The funds can be used
for a variety of purposes including
improvements to our local schools
and roads, but most importantly,
they can help to keep local proper-
ty taxes down. Below are the
increases in state aid towns will
receive over last year thanks to 
this fiscal package:

• Enfield - $1.64 Million Increase
• Windsor Locks - $572,000 Increase
• Somers - $866,000 Increase
• Windsor - $335,000 Increase
• Granby - $251,000 Increase

Keeping businesses in the state thriving is an important factor in 
keeping Connecticut’s overall economy strong. State government has a
responsibility to provide incentives, both financial and otherwise, for 
businesses not only to remain in the state, but also expand their workforce
here. The state approved $2 million for Hood LLC to help the company’s
expansion, which will result in the creation of 85 new jobs. The expansion
will help keep Hood LLC, New England’s leading dairy processor, in 
Suffield, the town it has called home for the past 35 years.  

The state’s bonding package also included $2.8 million to reimburse 
the town of Enfield for costs incurred upgrading its wastewater treatment
plant to handle excessive sewage flow produced by the state’s 
Department of Corrections.
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Serving the people of: 

Enfield, East Granby, Granby, Somers, 

Suffield, Windsor & Windsor Locks 

Senator Kissel, 
Rep. Ruth C. Fahrbach, 

Rep. Richard F. Ferrari and 
First Selectman Dave Kilbon 

at East Granby Farm

Senator Kissel and Representative Penny Bacchiochi with students visiting the 
Capitol from Somers Elementary School



State Senator

John A.
Kissel
Dear Neighbor,

The 2005 legislative session was
one of the most highly anticipated
in recent memory. Connecticut was
entering a fresh era with a new
Governor, M. Jodi Rell, along with
a new President Pro Tempore of the
Senate and a new Speaker of the House. Governor Rell has 
proven to be a very popular and, more importantly, effective 
leader for our state. With her leading the way, the state dealt 
with some very important and far-reaching issues this past year. 

I am honored to represent your interests here at the State Capitol
and I am happy to keep you informed of the 
many matters we debate here. Please take a 
moment to read this legislative report that details
just some of the issues we dealt with in the

General Assembly this year. If you have any
questions regarding these issues as well as any
state matter, please do not hesitate to contact
me at (860) 240-0531 or e-mail me at
John.A.Kissel@cga.ct.gov. I look forward 
to hearing from you. Happy Holidays!  

Your friend,

John A. Kissel
State Senator – 7th District

Speed Limit
Reduction

One of the important roles 
of serving in the legislature is
ensuring that your local concerns
are addressed. For instance, a 
constituent expressed concern 
that the then current 50 mph
speed limit on a section of Route
190 in Enfield was too fast for 
the area. After consulting with
officials at the State Department
of Transportation, we were able
to have the speed limit reduced
to 45 mph to make it safer for all 
drivers. I am here to ensure that
your concerns are brought to 
the attention of the proper state
officials. No issue is too small or
too large, so please feel free to 
contact me anytime. 

Gift Cards
Did you know that prior to this year any gift card or certificate 

purchased in Connecticut not used within three years was considered
unclaimed property and its value given to the state? In fact, businesses
whose responsibility it was to make sure the value of all unused gift cards
was turned over to the state were losing hundreds of thousands of dollars.  

Thanks to a new law, this practice has been done away with. Now 
consumers and businesses can be assured that gift cards can be bought 
and used at any time, whether it’s five days, five weeks or five years from
the date of its purchase.

Protecting Seniors/Honoring Veterans
As Ranking Senator on the General Assembly’s Select Committee on Aging, 

I have made seniors’ issues one of my top priorities as a legislator. This year, 
we passed a variety of bills beneficial to seniors. Among them was a law that
moves the state’s Commission on Aging from the executive branch to the leg-
islative branch, expands its membership, and allows legislative leaders from
both parties to name two new members to the Commission. The new law 
makes the Commission more independent and helps ensure that now, more 
than ever, our state’s senior community will have a strong public voice on 
their side ensuring that their needs are met.

As our fighting men and women are risking their lives in Afghanistan, Iraq
and around the world, we in the legislature have passed measures to address
our veterans’ needs. We created a phone number that citizens can call to see 
if they or their family members may be eligible for certain state benefits. The
toll-free number is 1-800-447-0961.  

Also, as a token of respect, a $50 per month bonus, up to a maximum of
$500, is provided to National Guard members called to active service on or 
after 9-11-01 and who served for at least 90 consecutive days. Plus, a new 
ribbon and medal is being designed that will be awarded to every Connecticut 
veteran who served in a time of war, a total that should be around 275,000 
men and women.

We also established a Military Family Relief Fund that will provide grants 
to immediate relatives of active duty armed forces members to pay for 
essential goods and services such as home repair, transportation, clothing, 
and school supplies.

The post-military achievements of Connecticut’s veterans will also be 
recognized this year as Governor M. Jodi Rell created the Connecticut Veteran’s
Hall of Fame. The Hall of Fame will recognize those who served in the Armed
Forces for their professional and civic achievements. Each year, ten Connecticut
veterans who continue to give to their communities will be enshrined. 

Fighting For Your Rights –
Eminent Domain and
Medical Malpractice

This session the legislature also dealt
with several issues not only relevant in
Connecticut, but nationwide. The Supreme
Court’s 5-4 decision in the case of Kelo v.
The City of New London allowed the City 
to seize public property for use in a 
privately owned economic development
project. This opens the door for any city or
town across the country to take individual

homes away from people and turn them over to private developers as long as
the government does it in the name of the “public good.”  

I stand in firm opposition to citizens’ homes being taken to essentially give
the land to another private party since I subscribe to the idea that a person’s
home is his or her castle. No amount of financial compensation can replace the
memories people build in their respective homes. As Ranking Member on the
Judiciary Committee, I have worked with several of my colleagues to seek the
best direction for the state to take in order to protect our citizens’ homes from
unwanted and unnecessary government condemnation.

The topic of medical malpractice reform has also been a hot topic in
Connecticut and around the nation. Thankfully, the legislature was able to pass
a reform bill that helps control doctors’ premiums without compromising
patients’ rights. It is a challenging issue, so I am happy we were able to develop
a bill that I worked on and co-sponsored, that will result in meaningful reform 
for all parties.  Senator Kissel meeting school children at the Legislative Office Building

Senator Kissel with Governor Rell at a 
recent bill signing regarding the 
Commission on Aging


